Introduced by Council Member Jones and Co-sponsored by Council
Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-222
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEGEND A. PHILIP RANDOLPH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
April 15, 2014 marks the 125th Anniversary of the birth of civil rights legend and stalwart A.Philip Randolph; and

WHEREAS,
born on April 15, 1889 in Crescent City, Florida, Mr. Randolph’s family subsequently moved to Jacksonville in 1899;

and

WHEREAS,
after graduating from Stanton High School in 1911, Mr. Randolph relocated to New York City, marrying his wife Lucille Campbell two years later, in 1913; and
WHEREAS,
in New York City, A. Philip Randolph launched a lifetime commitment to the working men and women in the labor movement and the fledgling movement to improve the lot and advance the cause of African-Americans; and

WHEREAS,
in 1917, A. Philip Randolph founded the newspaper, Messenger, a publication that focused on African-American literary themes that would be significant in the flowering of the Harlem Renaissance; and
WHEREAS,
A. Philip Randolph’s ties with the labor movement commenced with his organizing elevator operators in New York City in 1917; he subsequently became president of the Sleeping  Car Porters and maintained a close relationship with the American Federation of Labor until its merger with the CIO in 1955
; and

WHEREAS,
A. Philip Randolph was instrumental in prodding President Franklin D. Roosevelt to sign the Fair Employment Act in 1941 and persuading President Harry S. Truman to desegregate America’s armed forces in 1948; and

WHEREAS,
A. Philip Randolph’s quest for racial equality culminated in his leadership of and participation in the historic 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom; and
WHEREAS,
A. Philip Randolph’s life was fully dedicated and committed to uplifting the plight of working men and women and in ridding the country of racial segregation and discrimination; he was more than a major civil rights leader; A. Philip Randolph was a great American and it is appropriate that we recognize and celebrate the 125th Anniversary of his birth in Florida; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City does hereby recognize the 125th Anniversary of the birth of A. Philip Randolph, a major civil rights leader and a great American.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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